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THE ALGO
A Speculative Thriller by CJ Arlow

What happens when human worth becomes a score?

In a near-future Denver, every choice is optimized. Every citizen is measured.
Every act of creativity is a risk.

THE ALGO is a debut speculative thriller about algorithmic control, creativity,
free will, and one woman’s decision to question the system she helped build.

Available on Kindle, Kindle Unlimited, paperback, and audiobook.
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In a future where algorithms measure human worth, Jordan Reese has built her life inside the
system. She works for the Joint Nexus Administration, where she helps maintain a society
where efficiency is the highest virtue and creativity is treated as a threat.

When a series of hidden messages and forbidden acts of expression begin to expose the truth
beneath the system, Jordan is forced to choose between the world that gave her status and
the truth that may cost her everything.

THE ALGO blends dystopian suspense with timely questions about AI, productivity culture,
creativity, free will, and the systems that shape modern life.

ABOUT THE ALGO



WHY THIS BOOK,
WHY NOW

THE ALGO is fiction. But its questions feel close to the world we are already living in.

As artificial intelligence, predictive systems, workplace metrics, and algorithmic
recommendations become more embedded in daily life, THE ALGO asks what
happens when convenience becomes control.

What happens when every choice is measured?

What happens when creativity is treated as inefficiency?

What happens when human worth becomes a score?

Suggested Media Angles
A dystopian thriller for the age
of AI and algorithmic influence.

A debut novel exploring the
cost of optimizing human life.

A Denver-set speculative story
about creativity, control, and
free will.

A story supported by immersive
elements, including an
interactive Efficiency Score
tool.

A timely read for fans of Black
Mirror, Divergent, and thought-
provoking speculative fiction.

Summary:

At the center of the story is Jordan Reese, a loyal
architect of the system who begins to notice small
imperfections the algorithm cannot explain. Those cracks
lead her toward Mosaic, an underground resistance
fighting to preserve creativity, individuality, and the right
to choose.

THE ALGO is for readers who enjoy speculative fiction
that moves quickly, asks big questions, and feels
uncomfortably close to the headlines.



“Offering a powerful look
at the world around us
through the lens of a
dystopian sci-fi novel,
THE ALGO is a wake-up
call to humanity. This
thrilling debut is
impossible to put down,
and it will leave readers
thinking long after the
final page.”

~ Stephanie Lynn, IndieReaderE
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“An engaging cautionary
tale of what could lie
ahead in a tech-
saturated world.”
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Arlow is available for interviews,
written Q&As, podcast conversations,
and media features. Suggested topics
include:

Why THE ALGO feels relevant in the
age of AI.

How speculative fiction can help
readers examine technology and
society.

The danger of measuring human
worth through productivity and
performance.

Why creativity becomes an act of
resistance in THE ALGO.

How the Efficiency Score tool
extends the story beyond the page.

Why Denver became the setting for
a near-future dystopian thriller.

The role of transmedia storytelling
in modern fiction.

How THE ALGO blends
entertainment with cultural
questions about algorithms,
identity, and control.

C.J. Arlow writes
speculative fiction
exploring technology,
creativity, human nature,
and the systems shaping
modern life. THE ALGO is
his debut novel and first
book in a planned trilogy.



QUICK FACTS

Title
THE ALGO

Format
Kindle Unlimited

Paperback
Audiobook

Genre
Speculative Fiction
Dystopian Thrillerv

Author
CJ ARLOW

Published
June 23 2026

Setting
Near-future

Denver

Core Themes
AI, creativity,
optimization

culture, free will,
human worth,

algorithmic control,
resistance, and self-

expression.

Interactive Element: 
Fictional Efficiency
Score tool that lets

readers experience the
scoring system at the

center of the novel.

Ideal Readers:
Fans of Black Mirror,
Divergent, dystopian

thrillers, AI fiction,
and speculative

stories about
technology and
human identity.
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